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‘Encourage One Another and Build Each Other Up’  
 

1 Thessalonians 5: 11 

 

Thankfulness Compassion Perseverance Forgiveness Courage Friendship 

 

Newsletter – Friday 10th December 2021 
Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
I hope this newsletter finds you well.  
 
This week, we have had so much excitement in school as Christmas activities are happening in all 
Classes. Our classrooms, library and school office have been beautifully decorated and everyone is 
feeling very festive. After another difficult year, it is so lovely to see the children so happy and 
carefree.  
 
Today we went down to the Church for our Christmas Church Service. We were blessed with sunny, 
dry weather to walk down and the children made us so proud with their fantastic behaviour as we 
walked through the village. The service itself was lovely, beautiful singing from all the children and 
fantastic reading from our Year 5/6 Readers. Well done as well to our Reception children for singing 
Away in a Manger so confidently.  

All 
the 

children looked amazing in their Christmas Jumpers today, we made a massive £? for Save the 
Children. Thank you to Parents and Carers for all your donations.  
 

      
 
Just a reminder that Christmas Dinner Day is on Wednesday and Class parties are on Friday. On 
Friday, children can come to school dressed in their best party gear!  
 
I hope you have a wonderful weekend.  
 
Kind Regards, 
Miss Ratcliffe 
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Celebration Assembly 

Well Done  

For receiving a  

Certificate of Achievement  

 

Work 

Nursery ς All the children for taking part in the Nativity Tableau  

 

Reception ς George ς For showing fantastic independence and maturity when coming into school and 

in the playground. 

 

Class 2 ς Year 1 for learning the words and signs to our star song. 

 

Class 3 ς Cody for adapting brilliant and learning an extra line.  Cody also delivers his lines so 

confidently with fantastic expression. 

 

Class 4 ς Lily for learning & confidently delivering your late Angel lines in practice. 

 

Contribution Award 

Whole School ς Walking down to the Church so sensibly 

 

Oscar ς Responsible delivery of the Apple Tree Gate key! 

 

All the Children who had a Flu Vaccine for being sensible, polite and calm. 

Reaching 10 on the Nursery Caterpillar 

 

 

20 Merits: 

Reception ς Sam, Betsy, Ronnie & George 

Class 4 -  George, Victoria, Oscar, Tristan & Tiamii 

40 Merits: 

Class 2 ς Betsy Nott 

House Points 

Discovery 38 Endeavour 41 

Enterprise 40 Voyager 52 
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Arbor Payments Please ensure any debts on your child/rens 

accounts are made before the end of term. 
 
 

 

Term Date 2021/2022 
 

Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 
First Day: 

8th Sept 2021 
 

Half-term: 
25th - 29th Oct 2021 

 
Last Day: 

17th December 2021 

First Day: 
5th January 2022 

 
Half-term: 

21st - 25th February 2022 
 

Last Day: 
8th April 2022 

First Day: 
25th April 2022 

 
Bank Holiday: 2nd May 2022 

 
Half-term & Bank Holiday: 30th 

May ς 5th June 2022 
 

Last Day: 
22nd July 2022 

 

 Non pupil days: 6th & 7th September 2021, 4th January 2022, 25th & 26th July 2022. 
 

 
 
 

Sign of the Week! 
 

As a school, we are learning 
Sign Language! 

We are learning a new 
sign every week. 

 
Our sign for this week is: 

Santa Claus 
 

Key Dates for the Autumn Term 2021: 
 
Wednesday 15th December  Christmas Dinner Day 
Friday 17th December    Last Day of Term 
Tuesday 4th January 2022  NON PUPIL DAY 
Wednesday 5th January 2022  First day of term 
 

These dates are intended as a guide and you will be notified of any changes. 
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School Dinner Menu week commencing 13th December  2021 
 

Week 2 Monday  Tuesday 
CHRISTMAS 
DINNER DAY 

Thursday Friday 

Main 
West Country 

Sausages 
Beef 

Lasagne 
Roast Turkey 

pigs in blankets 
Hunters 
Chicken 

Fish Fingers 

Vegetarian 
Roast 

Vegetable Tart  
Vegetarian 
Lasagne 

Selection of 
Vegetarian 

options available 

Roast 
Vegetable 

Tart 

Vegetable 
Wrap 

Sides 

Creamed 
Potato, 

Vegetables or 
Baked Beans 

Garlic Bread 
& Mixed Veg 

Stuffing, Roast 
Potatoes,  

Seasonal Veg, 
Cranberry & 

Turkey Gravy 

Pasta & Mixed 
Veg  

Golden Fries 
& Seasonal 

Veg 

Dessert Fruit & yogurt 
Peach 
Melba  

Jelly / Mince pie 
Ice-cream, 

cream & Custard  
Iced Sponge 

 Chocolate 
Cracknel 

 

Free School Meal Holiday Vouchers  
Supermarket vouchers worth £15 per child per week of 
the school holidays (Christmas, February Half Term and 
Easter) Devon County Council is doubling the value of 
the voucher for Christmas, with an extra one-off £30 
supermarket voucher, so families will receive a £60 
voucher per child for the two-weeks to help with the 
additional financial pressure the festive period can 
bring.  Many families in Devon have seen their financial 
circumstances change due to the ongoing coronavirus 
pandemic. 
  
If you know a family who didn’t previously qualify for free school meals, but their 
income has recently reduced or stopped, please encourage them to apply online 
through our website or call our education helpline on 0345 155 1019 to check if they 
are eligible for this support as soon as possible, and before Friday 17 December in 
order to receive the holiday vouchers for the Christmas holiday.  More information 
about the free school meals holiday voucher scheme is available on our website. 
  

 

Music Tuition  
We currently have space availability for Piano Music Lessons in school with Mr 
Rogozinski, if your child has shown an interest in beginning lessons; please email or 
speak to Mrs Eastman in the office. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.devon.gov.uk%2Feducationandfamilies%2Fschool-information%2Fschool-meals&data=04%7C01%7Ceducate.schoolspriorityalerts-mailbox%40devon.gov.uk%7C3e371d504e95465aa1dc08d9b3387a34%7C8da13783cb68443fbb4b997f77fd5bfb%7C0%7C0%7C637737877420866472%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=iP7uHL%2FvSy3qhTuEQJbbHKh%2F3uZFKjs%2F9WboknZtDz4%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.devon.gov.uk%2Feducationandfamilies%2Fschool-information%2Fschool-meals&data=04%7C01%7Ceducate.schoolspriorityalerts-mailbox%40devon.gov.uk%7C3e371d504e95465aa1dc08d9b3387a34%7C8da13783cb68443fbb4b997f77fd5bfb%7C0%7C0%7C637737877420866472%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=iP7uHL%2FvSy3qhTuEQJbbHKh%2F3uZFKjs%2F9WboknZtDz4%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.devon.gov.uk%2Fcoronavirus-advice-in-devon%2Fdocument%2Ffree-school-meals-holiday-voucher-scheme%2F&data=04%7C01%7Ceducate.schoolspriorityalerts-mailbox%40devon.gov.uk%7C3e371d504e95465aa1dc08d9b3387a34%7C8da13783cb68443fbb4b997f77fd5bfb%7C0%7C0%7C637737877420866472%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=v4PLbUShQilg5SJ0Yofby8hahMFoSVBKDGKZPwnJQ4o%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.devon.gov.uk%2Fcoronavirus-advice-in-devon%2Fdocument%2Ffree-school-meals-holiday-voucher-scheme%2F&data=04%7C01%7Ceducate.schoolspriorityalerts-mailbox%40devon.gov.uk%7C3e371d504e95465aa1dc08d9b3387a34%7C8da13783cb68443fbb4b997f77fd5bfb%7C0%7C0%7C637737877420866472%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=v4PLbUShQilg5SJ0Yofby8hahMFoSVBKDGKZPwnJQ4o%3D&reserved=0
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Community Events:   

 

Do you have an easily visible window from the road? There will be an Advent treasure hunt 

around Witheridge, 15th -24th December. If you could display an A4 image in a window please 

message Sherrin Neenan, 07711 123542 / sherrin.ringsash@gmail.com / Facebook). 

 

Many Thanks  Sherrin Neenan 
 

 
 

Santa will be doing ôhisõ rounds around Witheridge again 

this year (again in a C-safe way)!  

Starting in the square Thursday 23rd December around 

4.30pm for those who need to travel into the village & 

then a route around the village (TBC). 

Mr Wiggans Forest School News…. 
 

It was the final week of Forest School before the holidays so we took some time out to take 

part in some Christmas crafts using natural materials.  

 

Class 1 made Scandinavian Christmas Stars out of twigs while Class 2 made Pomanders using 

oranges and cloves. Pomanders were used in the medieval time to ward off illness or bring 

strength and good fortune. Hopefully over the next few months as they dry ou t they will 

release lovely fragrances. 

 

     
 

We talked about using natural materials to decorate the house including holly, mistletoe and 

Christmas Trees. 
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Witheridge Christmas - Advent trail ma p 
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Christmas Card Competition entries 2021 J 
Winner to be revealed next week! 
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