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‘Encourage One Another and Build Each Other Up’ 
 

1 Thessalonians 5: 11 
 

Thankfulness Compassion Perseverance Forgiveness Friendship Courage 

 

Life, Love and Learning to the Full 
Building Community 

Building Futures 

Building Learning Power 

Building Self Esteem 

Witheridge C of E Academy – Nativity Newsletter 
Friday 12th December 2025 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

What a week of festive fun we’ve had here at Witheridge C of E Academy! From the youngest of our FSU 
children to the shining stars of KS2, we’ve been treated to six (!) spectacular nativity performances that truly 
captured the magic and joy of the season. A huge congratulations to all of our students for their hard work, 
enthusiasm, and sheer talent! 

🌟 FSU Nativity: Cheeky Cherubs 🌟 
Our littlest performers stole the show in their delightful performance 
of Cheeky Cherubs. The stage was filled with giggles, adorable 
costumes, and some unforgettable moments as the children brought 
to life a story full of cheer. Their confidence and bright smiles made it 
clear just how much they enjoyed being part of this special event – 
and how much joy they brought to their families. 

🎤 KS1 & KS2 Nativity: The INNspectors 🎤 
The excitement continued as our KS1 and KS2 children wowed the audience with their rendition of The 
INNspectors. This clever and funny play gave us a festive twist on the classic nativity story, with the children 
taking on roles of inquisitive inspectors in Bethlehem. The creativity, humor, and teamwork shown by our 
older students were simply outstanding. It was a fantastic evening filled with laughter, heartwarming 
performances, and a reminder of the true spirit of Christmas. 

We couldn’t be more proud of all the children who took part, and I want to thank the wonderful staff for their 
unwavering support throughout the rehearsals and performances. Your encouragement and dedication to 
making these events special meant the world to the children. 
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🍴 A Special Thank You to Rosa 🍴 
We’d also like to take a moment to express our heartfelt thanks to Rosa for 
delivering our delicious hot dinners on Wednesday this week. Rosa’s hard work and 
dedication are always appreciated, and we’re so grateful for her efforts in making 
sure our school community feels nourished and cared for. Thank you, Rosa! 

Also, a heartfelt thank you to Caroline the cook at Harwood Newton and to Tracey at 
Primary School for cooking Witheridge lunches on a couple of days this month. In the spirit 
of our Christian value of thankfulness, we truly appreciate your support and the generosity 
of sharing your valuable time. 

 

🎄 Wishing You All a Merry Christmas! 🎄 
As we head into the final stretch of the term, we want to thank each and every one of you for your continued 
support. We are looking forward to our last week of Christmas fun next week.  

With festive cheer, 

 Miss Ratcliffe 
Head of School 

 

Live Assembly from Antarctica 

On Friday 5th December, children in Class 3 joined 150,000 

children from around the world for a live assembly from Union 

Glacier in the centre of Antarctica using a StarLink internet 

connection. We spoke to scientist Robert Swann and his team, 

who are living there in a small camp. The temperature outside 

was -20c degrees! We also met, Teddy, Robert's 42 year old 

bear, who has accompanied him to the North and South Poles. 

Robert told us about the changing conditions in Antartctica, and 

some of the things we can do to help tto protect our planet. You 

can watch the full assembly 

here: https://www.youtube.com/@picturenewsvirtual/streams 

 

At Witheridge Academy, we have been enjoying the OPAL project at lunchtimes, the children love exploring 

different types of play and expressing themselves creatively through their play. 

As the weather begins to turn and we experience more wet days, in the new year we would like all children              

to bring in a pair of named wellies that they can keep at school so that they can still engage with messy/muddy              

play at lunchtimes. 

Please send your child in with their named wellies 

If anyone has any OLD wellies that they would be happy to donate for general use or as spares,                                      

please send them in as well.  Many thanks 

 

https://www.youtube.com/@picturenewsvirtual/streams


Also available every day: 
Jacket potato with Tuna, Cheese or Beans 

Yoghurt or Fresh Fruit 

 

Cost of School lunches:                                   
Nursery – £2.00 per meal. 

Reception & KS1 children –                           
Universal Infant Free School Meals,                   

KS2 children £2.58 per meal. 
 

Payment to be made via The Arbor App 

 

A gentle reminder that we 
are a NUT FREE SCHOOL                                         
and we have a number of 
students, staff and visitors 
with serious nut allergies. 

With this in mind, could we 
politely ask that NO products containing 

nuts be sent into school. 

If you have any questions in relation to 
this, please contact the School Office. 

Thank you for your consideration and for 
safeguarding our students. 

 

 

 
Arbor Accounts 
Now we have reached the end of the Autumn Term 2, we would be 

grateful if all outstanding balances could be cleared before we start 

back for the Spring Term!  Breakfast & After School Club, School 

Dinners, Outstanding Trip Payment, uniform & Nursery Fees.   

Many Thanks   

Finance Team 

 

 

 

Team Meal Menu – Autumn Term 2025 

Week 3 - W/B 15th December 

M
o

n
d

ay
 Margherita 3 Cheese Pizza & Pasta 

V – Tomato Pasta Bake 
Baked Beans or Peas 

Peach Melba & Ice Cream 

Tu
es

d
ay

 Butcher Hotdog 
V – Quorn Dog 

Potato Wedges, Beans & Sweetcorn 

Fruit Jelly 

W
e

d
n

e
sd

ay
 

Christmas Dinner Day   
Turkey, Cranberry & Stuffing 

V – Quorn fillet & Quorn Sausages 
Roast Potatoes, Sausage & Bacon, Cauliflower 

Cheese, Cabbage, Carrots, Peas, Brocolli & 
Turkey Gravy 

Mince Pies, Christmas Pudding & Jelly with 
Double Cream, Squirty Cream, Custard or Ice 

Cream 

Th
u

rs
d

ay
 Minced Beef Soft Taco 

V – No meat Mince Taco 

Rice, Seasonal Veg or Salad 

Ginger Cake & Custard 

Fr
id

ay
 🎄  🎄  🎄  🎄  🎄  🎄  🎄  

  Bobbie’s Last Witheridge  
Christmas Party Food Banquet   

🎄  🎄  🎄  🎄  🎄  🎄 🎄 

Find us on: 
Website: https://www.teamacademytrust.com/witheridge 

Facebook: @Witheridge CofE Academy 

Email: admin@witheridge.devon.sch.uk 

Witheridge Blog: https://witheridge.edublogs.org/  

TEAM MAT have job vacancies, for more information & how to apply please visit our 

website https://www.teamacademytrust.com/vacancies  
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https://www.teamacademytrust.com/vacancies?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR3avSoYOoW_UitalMameMjhHpRukxtq_AwpifOKJBe-Y6raOHU49wS0apg_aem_Zvtxg5fTXI5IWxbxi_pHzA


 

 

 

Join us this Tuesday for our Church Coffee Morning, hosted by St John the Baptist Church! 

We’ll be welcoming Vicar Adrian, Sue, and members of St John the Baptist Church for a 

relaxed and friendly start to the day. 

Doors open at school drop-off 

• FREE cake and a cuppa (tea or coffee) 

• Toys and Christmas crafts for toddlers 

• Browse our second-hand uniform (donations to the Witheridge C of E Primary Academy PTFA 

are welcome) 

Come for the food, stay for the chat!   Everyone’s welcome – we’d love to see you there! 

 

All our pre-loved school 

uniform items will be on 

sale at our coffee 

morning on                  

Tuesday 16th December. 

Any donations (suggested 

at 50p per item) will be 

passed on to the 

Witheridge PTFA. 



 

 

 

 

Term Dates 2025/2026 

Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

 First day of term - 
Thursday 4th September 
2025 

 Half Term - Monday 
27th October - Friday 
31st October 2025 

 Last day of term - Friday 
19th December 2025 

 First day of term - 
Tuesday 6th January 
2026 

 Half Term - Monday 
16th February - Friday 
20th February 2026 

 Last day of term – 
Thursday 2nd April 
2026 

 First day of term – Monday 
20th April 2026 

 Bank Holiday - May Day - 
Monday 4th May 2026 

 Half Term - Monday 25th May 
- Friday 29th May 2026 

 Non Pupil Day - Monday 
1st June 2026 

 Last day of term – Tuesday 
21st July 2026 

Key Dates for the Last week of the Autumn Term 2025 

Monday 15th December 
PTFA Pantomime 

Carol singing at the Monday Afternoon Club 2:30-3pm 

Tuesday 16th December 
Rocksteady Concert 2pm 

Coffee Morning in the School Hall at 9am 

Wednesday 17th  December Christmas Dinner Day 

Thursday 18th December 
Christmas Church Service 10am @ St John the Baptist Church 

Steve Godfrey Drumming 
Teacher Led Clubs: Cook Stars Cooking 

Friday 19th December 
Nursery & toddler Group Christmas Party 9am School Hall 

Class Christmas Parties – afternoon 
Last day of term 

Spring Term 2026 - Dates for your diary:      
    
Monday 5th January           Non Pupil Day (Inset day) 
Tuesday 6th January           First Day of Autumn Term 2026 
Monday 12th January         PTFA AGM  
Monday 12th January         Class 4 Swimming Lessons 
Tuesday 13th January         School Council Meeting 
Friday 16th January             Class 3 visit to Roman Baths 
Monday 19th January         Class 4 Swimming Lessons 
Monday 26th January         Class 4 Swimming Lessons 
Thursday 29th January        Class 4 Blundell’s visit 
                                                                  

These dates are intended as a guide and you will be notified of any changes. 
 



 

    Breakfast & After School Club 

Bobbie’s Brekkie served at 8am (£4.00) 

Or 

Drop off at 8.30am (£2.00) 

After School Club with daily activities  

3.30-4.30 or 3.30-5.30 

£4.00 per hour 

All payable on the Arbor App, discount for Pupil Premium 

(Nursery aged children charged at hourly rate.) 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 



          
 

Nursery - Early Years Funding 

for January 2026 (Spring Term) 

 

Please apply for your 30-hour code, if you are eligible, before the 19th December 

to ensure that your code is in place in time for January 2026. The link below will 

take you to the website for all the necessary details. Please let us know your 

successful code and your national insurance number so that your code can be 

verified on the DCC Portal. If you have any questions, please ask Mrs Eastman in 

the school office.  

Apply for 30 hours free childcare - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/apply-30-hours-free-childcare


 
       
 
 
 
 
 

           
 

 

 
Back by very popular demand we are 

holding another talent show, this time 
with a Christmas theme. As before 

please register your entry via our form 
on facebook 'Witheridge Sports Club' 
before the cut off date of Wednesday 

17th December 2025. 
 
 

Christmas Withy's Got Talent registration 
 
 

https://forms.gle/SLcAL5VDKeGWR6su5


 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

   
 

 

 
    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

         
 
 
 
   
  
 
 
 

Any articles, which appear in the school newsletter, that have not been organised by or on behalf of the school, have not 
been verified by TEAM Multi-Academy Trust as to the suitability for children. The news items are for parent information only 


