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‘Encourage One Another and Build Each Other Up’ 
 

1 Thessalonians 5: 11 
 

Thankfulness Compassion Perseverance Forgiveness Friendship Courage 

 

Life, Love and Learning to the Full 
Building Community 

Building Futures 

Building Learning Power 

Building Self Esteem 

 

Witheridge C of E Academy – Weekly Newsletter 

Friday 5th December 2025 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

What a wonderfully busy and joy-filled week we have had at Witheridge C of E Academy! 

 

🌟 New School Councillors Elected 

A huge well done to our newly elected school 
councillors: Ada, Monty, Nancy, Keeley, Mya, 
Milo and Max. Each of them worked hard to 
secure the votes of their classmates and 
should be incredibly proud of their 
achievement. 
They will now join Betsy and Alfie, our 
fantastic Head Girl and Head Boy, to form this 
year’s School Council. We wish them all the 
very best for the term ahead and look forward 
to hearing the excellent ideas they will bring to 
the school community. 

 

🕯 Christingle Services 

On Monday, we celebrated our Christingle services, which were enjoyed by pupils, staff, and families 
alike. A special thank you to Vicar Adrian for joining us and helping to make the services so 
meaningful. 
Well done also to the Class 4 readers, who read beautifully and with great confidence.  
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🎄 Elf Day Fun 

Wednesday brought a burst of festive 
cheer as staff and children transformed 
into a school full of elves! There were 
pointy hats, jingling bells and plenty of 
smiles. 

 

Thanks to everyone’s enthusiasm and 
generosity, we are delighted to share that 
we raised a fantastic amount for the 
Alzheimer’s Society. Your support 
makes a real difference.  
 

 

⭐ Nativity Performances 

Excitement is building as we look forward to our Nativity performances on Friday and throughout 
next week. The children have been rehearsing brilliantly, and we can’t wait to share these special 
celebrations with you. 

 

 

Thank you, as always, for your continued support. We wish you a restful weekend and look forward 
to another wonderful week ahead at Witheridge C of E Academy. 
 
Warmest wishes, 
Miss Ratcliffe                                                                                                                                                               

Head of School 

 

KS1 Trip – Wonderdome 
On Friday, children in Key Stage 1 had the opportunity to explore 
their Space topic at the Wonderdome which was based in High 
Bickington. Despite a long journey there (due to several road 
closures) the children's spirits remained high as we arrived at High 
Bickington. In the Community Centre Hall, we walked in to find an 
enormous dome! We took our shoes off and went inside. Once 
inside, we learnt all about the sun, planets and the constellations 
through projections on to the walls and roof of the dome. We 
even watched a moon landing and saw what it might be like if we 
lived and worked on the moon. It was a fantastic experience, full 
of awe and wonder. The children learnt so much to complement 
their knowledge and understanding of space.  
 

      
 



Also available every day: 
Jacket potato with Tuna, Cheese or Beans 

Yoghurt or Fresh Fruit 

 

Cost of School lunches:                                   
Nursery – £2.00 per meal. 

Reception & KS1 children –                           
Universal Infant Free School Meals,                   

KS2 children £2.58 per meal. 
 

Payment to be made via The Arbor App 

 

A gentle reminder that we 
are a NUT FREE SCHOOL                                         
and we have a number of 
students, staff and visitors 
with serious nut allergies. 

With this in mind, could we 
politely ask that NO products containing 

nuts be sent into school. 

If you have any questions in relation to 
this, please contact the School Office. 

Thank you for your consideration and for 
safeguarding our students. 

 

 

 

 

 

Team Meal Menu – Autumn Term 2025 

Week 2 - W/B 8th December 

M
o

n
d

ay
 Macaroni Cheese 

V – Tomato Pasta Bake 
Garlic Bread, Peas & Sweetcorn 

Jam Doughnut or Fruit slices 

Tu
es

d
ay

 Team’s All Day Breakfast 
V – Team’s All Day Vegetarian Breakfast 

Potato Waffles, Beans, Peas, Tomatoes & 
Mushrooms 

Fruit & Yoghurt 

W
e
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Roast of the Day (Chicken) 
V - Homity Pie 

Roast Potatoes & Seasonal Veg 

Angel Delight & Fruit 

Th
u

rs
d

ay
 Chicken Katsu Curry (Or Plain Chicken) 

V -   Quorn Katsu 
Naan Bread, Rice, salad sticks or Peas 

Chocolate Sponge & Chocolate  

Fr
id

ay
 

Oven Baked Fish 
V – Quorn Nuggets 

Golden Fries, Seasonal Vegetables & Baked 
Beans 

Oaty Cookie (various flavours) 

Term Dates 2025/2026 

Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

 First day of term - 
Thursday 4th September 
2025 

 Half Term - Monday 
27th October - Friday 
31st October 2025 

 Last day of term - Friday 
19th December 2025 

 First day of term - 
Tuesday 6th January 
2026 

 Half Term - Monday 
16th February - Friday 
20th February 2026 

 Last day of term – 
Thursday 2nd April 
2026 

 First day of term – Monday 
20th April 2026 

 Bank Holiday - May Day - 
Monday 4th May 2026 

 Half Term - Monday 25th May 
- Friday 29th May 2026 

 Non Pupil Day - Monday 
1st June 2026 

 Last day of term – Tuesday 
21st July 2026 



 

 

 

Key Dates for the Autumn Term 2025 

Monday 8th December  

Tuesday 9th December 
2pm KS1 & KS2 Nativity Performance 1 
6pm  KS1 & KS2 Nativity Performance 2 

Wednesday 10th  
December 

10am  KS1 & KS2 Nativity Performance 3 
4pm  KS1 & KS2 Nativity Performance 4 

Thursday 11th December 

Christmas Jumper Day 
Mr Rogo – Music Tuition – ALL DAY! 

Steve Godfrey Drumming 
Teacher Led Clubs: Cook Stars Cooking 

Ethos Ambassadors Cake Sale 

Friday 12th December  

Autumn Term - Dates for your diary:         
                                                                   
Monday 15th December                       PTFA Pantomime 
Tuesday 16th December                       Rocksteady Concert 2pm 
Wednesday 17th December                 Christmas Dinner Day 
Thursday 18th December                      Christmas Church Service 10am @ St John the Baptist  
Friday 19th December                           Nursery & toddler Group Christmas Party 9am School Hall 
                                                                  Class Christmas Parties - afternoon 
Friday 19th December                           Last day of term  
 

These dates are intended as a guide and you will be notified of any changes. 

Find us on: 
Website: https://www.teamacademytrust.com/witheridge 

Facebook: @Witheridge CofE Academy 

Email: admin@witheridge.devon.sch.uk 

Witheridge Blog: https://witheridge.edublogs.org/  

TEAM MAT have job vacancies, for more information & how to apply please visit our 

website https://www.teamacademytrust.com/vacancies  
 

https://www.teamacademytrust.com/witheridge
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    Breakfast & After School Club 

Bobbie’s Brekkie served at 8am (£4.00) 

Or 

Drop off at 8.30am (£2.00) 

After School Club with daily activities  

3.30-4.30 or 3.30-5.30 

£4.00 per hour 

All payable on the Arbor App, discount for Pupil Premium 

(Nursery aged children charged at hourly rate.) 

 

 
 
Ethos Ambassadors 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 

          
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Nursery - Early Years Funding 

for January 2026 (Spring Term) 

Please apply for your 30-hour code, if you are eligible, 

before the 19th December to ensure that your code is in 

place in time for January 2026. The link below will take 

you to the website for all the necessary details. Please let 

us know your successful code and your national insurance 

number so that your code can be verified on the DCC 

Portal. If you have any questions, please ask Mrs Eastman 

in the school office.  

Apply for 30 hours free childcare - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Or we have a Sign up sheet in the school office – please see Mrs Eastman. 

https://www.gov.uk/apply-30-hours-free-childcare


 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 
 
       
 
 
 
 

       

       

Back by very popular demand we are 
holding another talent show, this time 

with a Christmas theme. As before 
please register your entry via our form 
on facebook 'Witheridge Sports Club' 
before the cut off date of Wednesday 

17th December 2025. 
 
 

Christmas Withy's Got Talent registration 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

https://forms.gle/SLcAL5VDKeGWR6su5


 

 

Christmas HAF Holiday Club - 

Castle Primary School Tiverton 

We still have places on our 

Christmas HAF Club 

⏰ 10am-2pm 

🗓️ Monday 22nd December   

🗓️ Tuesday 23rd December   

🗓️ Monday 29th December   

🗓️ Tuesday 20th December 

 

To Book- click the link below 

🌐💻 Winter HAF Castle Primary 

School Tiverton with Healthy 

Appetite and Activities · Eequ 

 
 

 

https://eequ.org/book/winter-haf-castle-primary-school-tiverton-with-healthy-appetite-and-activities-1546
https://eequ.org/book/winter-haf-castle-primary-school-tiverton-with-healthy-appetite-and-activities-1546
https://eequ.org/book/winter-haf-castle-primary-school-tiverton-with-healthy-appetite-and-activities-1546


 
   
    



 

 

       
 
 
 
   
  
 
 
 

Any articles, which appear in the school newsletter, that have not been organised by or on behalf of the school, have not 
been verified by TEAM Multi-Academy Trust as to the suitability for children. The news items are for parent information only 


