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28" November 2025
Theme of the Half Term: Compassion

Dear Parents and Carers,
We hope you have had a lovely week. Here is a round-up of what has been happening in
school and some important reminders as we move into the festive season.

Assessment Week (Years 2-5)

This week was assessment week for children in Years 2 to 5, and we are incredibly proud of all our pupils. They have
shown wonderful resilience, focus, and hard work throughout. Their encouragement of one another during this time
has also reflected our school value of Compassion, reminding us how powerful kindness and support can be.

Nativity Parts and Lines

Children across the school have now brought home their Nativity parts, along with any lines they need to learn.
Please support your child in practising their lines at home—just a few minutes each day can make a big difference to
their confidence.

Costume Information

Costume details also went home this week.

If you are struggling to source any part of your child’s costume, please get in touch. Showing compassion for one
another includes ensuring everyone feels supported and prepared, and we are here to help however we can.

Christmas Newsletter

Our Christmas Newsletter was also sent home. Inside, you will find:

Details on how to book tickets for our upcoming Nativity performances

Information on donating to a range of important causes that the school is supporting this festive season

Key dates and reminders for the final weeks of term

Your generosity in supporting these causes is another wonderful example of our community living out the value
of Compassion.

Our Value of the Half Term: Compassion

Throughout all of this week’s activities, our Christian value of Compassion has been at the heart of everything. From
children supporting each other during assessments to families helping with Nativity preparations and charitable giving,
we are proud to see this value alive in our school community.

Thank you, as always, for your continued support. We look forward to sharing a joyful and compassionate festive season
with you and your children.

Warm regards,
Miss Ratcliffe
Head of School

Life, Love and Learning to The Full

Building Community

Please do not
bring your
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o8 ) Celebration Assembly REJAY
4/\8%@ Well Done 4/\8%@’

00 For receiving a 00
bl Certificate of Achievement bl
Class Award

Nursery — Tommy for a really good first week settling in the nursery.

Reception — Aspen for excellent ‘tuck jumps’ in PE.

Class 1 — Dylan for being a kind friend and asking for help.

Class 2 — Chester for a positive attitude to learning all week.

Class 3 — All of Class 3 for the fantastic behaviour on the trip.

Class 4 — Declan for his enthusiasm in his learning this week particularly in science.

Writer of the Week:

Reception — Willow for learning all her Set 1 single letter sounds.

Class 1 — Toby for learning, applying and explaining apostrophes.

Class 2 — Charlie for his fantastic independent writing.

Class 3 — Archie — wonderful and engaging narrative.

Class 4 — Lily-Sue for fantastic work identifying features in Rose Blanche’s diary.

Contribution:

Darcy — Reception for resilience and perseverance - Excellent improvement in learning to ride a bike
unassisted. Darcy was able to balance and cycle a few metres without help © (Amy in ASC)

20 Merits:

Class 1 — Felicity, Amelia
Class 2 — Charlie
Class 4 — Mason, Khalid, Lily-Sue, Milo & Taya

House Points

Discovery 29 Endeavour 43

Enterprise 28

'm unleashing my ELF Day Wednesday 3" December

inner elf! _

q This is an opportunity for us to raise money for the Alzheimer's Society.

All children (and staff!) can come to school dressed as an Elf for a £1

cash donation or via the just giving link:
https://www.justgiving.com/page/witheridge-academy-17?2utm_medium=FR&utm_source=CL

Rizpeimers

We are looking forward to seeing many little Elves in school!


https://www.justgiving.com/page/witheridge-academy-17?utm_medium=FR&utm_source=CL

Team Meal Menu — Autumn Term 2025 Also available every day:
Week 1 - W/B 1%t December Jacket potato with Tuna, Cheese or Beans
Yoghurt or Fresh Fruit
- Cheese & Onion Rolls
-‘g" V — Vegetarian Sausages Cost of School lunches:
Eo Crispy/cubed Potatoes, Seasonal Veg Nursery — £2.00 per meal.
Fruit & Yoghurt Reception & KS1 children —
_ Universal Infant Free School Meals,
> Beef Pasta Bolognaise KS2 children £2.58 per meal.
° V — Mac & Cheese
9 Garlic Bread & Salad Sticks .
Pt Eruit Sorbet Payment to be made via The Arbor App
2 Roast of the Day A gentle reminder that we
g Mo eialGlck are a NUT FREE SCHOOL
S Roast Potatoes & Seasonal Veg and we have a number of
2 Fruit cocktail & Ice Cream .
students, staff and visitors
> Chicken Supreme (Or Plain Chicken) W_'th Se_r'(_)us r_‘Ut allergies.
< V — Hunters Quorn With this in mind, could we
3 Rice & Salad politely ask that NO products containing
= Custard Fruit Sponge & Custard nuts be sent into school.
Cod or Salmon Fingers : : :
< V — Cheese & Bean Wrap Ifhyou rllave any questr|]on§ IH rellaotl;.n to
3 Golden Fries, Seasonal Vegetables & Baked this, please contact the Schoo ICe.
= Beans
Chocolate Cracknell Thank you for your consideration and for
safeguarding our students.
Term Dates 2025/2026
Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term
» Firstdayofterm— o First day of term - o First day of term — Monday
Fhursday-4th-September Tuesday 6th January 20th April 2026
2025 2026 « Bank Holiday - May Day -
»  HalFerm-Monday o Half Term - Monday Monday 4th May 2026
27th October—Friday 16th February - Friday |« Half Term - Monday 25th May
31st October 2025 20th February 2026 - Friday 29th May 2026
o Last day of term - Friday | « Last day of term — « Non Pupil Day - Monday
19th December 2025 Thursday 2nd April 1st June 2026
2026 o Last day of term — Tuesday
21st July 2026




Key Dates for the Autumn Term 2025

Monday 1°* December

Christingle Service
Reception PE —am
Class 3 PE—pm

Tuesday 2" December

Rocksteady
Festive Farm Quest — KS1
School Council Meeting

Wednesday 3" December

Elf Day
Class 4 PE - pm
Mr Rogo — Music Tuition
Teacher Led Clubs: Gardening Club with Chris

Thursday 4" December

Class 2 PE - pm
Mr Rogo — Music Tuition
Steve Godfrey Drumming
Teacher Led Clubs: Cook Stars Cooking

Friday 5" December

Class 1 PE—pm
FSU Nativity Performance 1 10:00am
FSU Nativity Performance 2 2:30pm

Autumn Term - Dates for your diary:

Tuesday 9™ December
Wednesday 10" December
Thursday 11* December
Monday 15" December
Tuesday 16" December
Wednesday 17t December
Thursday 18™ December
Friday 19t December

Friday 19t December

2pm KS1 & KS2 Nativity Performance 1

6pm KS1 & KS2 Nativity Performance 2

10am KS1 & KS2 Nativity Performance 3

4pm KS1 & KS2 Nativity Performance 4

Christmas Jumper Day

Ethos Ambassadors Cake Sale

PTFA Pantomime

Rocksteady Concert 2pm

Christmas Dinner Day

Christmas Church Service 10am @ St John the Baptist
Nursery & toddler Group Christmas Party 9am School Hall
Class Christmas Parties - afternoon

Last day of term

These dates are intended as a guide and you will be notified of any changes.
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THANK YOU! ~

Together We Raised £71.00 for Children in Need! Jﬁ

The children had a blast taking part in a fun-filled day of
classroom-based bear-themed activities.

Your support means so much — especially to .

those who will benefit from these kind donations.

Breakfast & After School Club

Bobbie's Brekkie served at 8am (£4.00)
Or
Drop off at 8.30am (£2.00)
After School Club with daily activities
3.30-4.30 or 3.30-5.30
£4.00 per hour
All payable on the Arbor App, discount for Pupil Premium

(Nursery aged children charged at hourly rate.)

;{L Posada December 2025

¥ K —— |

- € i}
Posada’ (Spanishfor ‘inn’) is a Christmas activity which lasts from
December 1% - 24" when small versions of Mary and Joseph travel
around different households in the community and stay there for one
night.
People sign up in advance, offenng to host Mary and Joseph for a
night. It's open to everyone, and lots of families find it's a great way
to be involved in the Christmas story.
If you'd like to be involved please contact

Ruth 07980104347
Sue 07443591445

Or we have a Sign up sheet in the school office - please see Mrs Eastman.



Ethos Ambassadors Assembly

A huge well done to the Ethos Ambassadors who lead a collective worship last week on our value of
compassion. They put in a great effort to tell people about the story of the Good Samaritan and introduce
the charity, The Salvation Army.

To raise money for this worthy cause, the Ethos ambassadors will be holding a cookies and cake sale after
school on Thursday 11t" December. We hope that pupils, parents and carers will support this event by
bringing in money that afternoon to buy some delicious treats. The ethos ambassadors will also be making
up Christmas hot chocolate cones for sale.

If there are any parents or carers who would be willing to donate some baked goods for our event, please
bring them to the school office on the morning of 11" December accompanied by a list of ingredients for
allergy purposes. Please remember that we are a nut free school so all bakes must be nut free.

Many thanks,

Mrs Seymour

Class 3 Visit to Exeter

On Wednesday 19t November, children in Class 3 visited Exeter to support our learning about Romans. We
visited the RAMM museum, where we explored all the different galleries and had the opportunity to handle
some genuine Roman artefacts. After enjoying lunch in the Guildhall Shopping Centre, we then completed the
City Wall Guided Walk around Exeter, tracing the route of the wall built by the Romans when Exeter was first
established. Throughout the visit, the children were curious, polite and responsible. We are really proud of all
of them and how well they represented the school, and themselves, throughout the visit. We were not the
only ones to notice the children's excellent behaviour - a member of staff at the shopping centre came to give
the children a little gift as she had noticed their impeccable behaviour over lunch time. Well done, Class 3. We
must also give a special mention to our parent helpers: Sarah B, Emma, Charlotte, Carol and Sarah H. Without
parental support, these visits would not be able to go ahead - thank you all very much for giving up your day
to join us.




Author Visit

On Friday 14™ November, Class 3 and Class 4 had the privilege of meeting and working with local author,
Coralie Liston. Children learned about what it's like to be an author and how to imagine your own characters.
Huge thanks to Coralie for a wonderful, engaging afternoon. Well done too, to the children, who were polite,
engaged and enthusiastic throughout. Children in Class 3 and 4 came home with details on a bookmark last
week about how you can buy your own copy of the book, "Walker and I" should you wish to. Children in EYFS
and KS1 will come home with a bookmark this week with this information on it.

MEGA "leCn JINGOG NIGHT

Fun For The Whole Family! A night not to br missed!#
Saturday 29th November
Doors open 6.15pm, Eyes down 7pm
@ Witheridge Parish Hall
EX16 BAG
flmaznzq prizes to be won and Christmas raffle

. Bingo and raffle - Cash only approx.

£10 per person for a full book £1 perraffle ticket strip
Bar and tuckshop- Alcoholic and soft drinks & snacks - cash and card
For | frmhr mrorn ation contact Cat or, Suzie on 07970180637




Nursery - Early Years Funding for January 2026 (Spring Term)

Please apply for your 30-hour code, if you are eligible, before the
19'" December to ensure that your code is in place in time for
January 2026. The link below will take you to the website for all the ‘
necessary details. Please let us know your successful code and your \ ¥
national insurance number so that your code can be verified on the Q Sl
DCC Portal. If you have any questions, please ask Mrs Eastman in
the school office.

Apply for 30 hours free childcare - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)

Apply for a primary
school place

Was your child born
between 1 September 2021
and 31 August 2022?

Apply online at:
devon.cc/admissionsonline

or scan the QR code. Applications open from
15 November 2025 to the 15 January 2026

If you can’t access the school
admissions website you can get
more information by emailing

admissions@devon.gov.uk or
call our Education Helpline on:

0345 155 1019

You must apply through the Admissions
Team, even if you've already given details

to a school. Applications made directly to Devon p

schools or on their lists will not be accepted. County Council


https://www.gov.uk/apply-30-hours-free-childcare

COOk c;l:;iors class: Age 5 - 11 years
S't ar‘s Lessons at witheridge C of E Academy

Thursdays at 3:45 PM

NG 0oKiNG CH 1$~1

) ) o o A message from Olivia Heath — Cooks Stars
www.cookstars.co.u cookstarsnorthdevon @oliviacookstars
@ = North Devon

Fun cooking classes at: I've opened up some limited trial spaces at
£10 per child.

WITHERIDGE C OF E ACADEMY
If anyone would like to book after the trial,

All ingredients included! they will only pay for the remaining sessions at
plus a craft activity & a recipe card to keep £12.50 each.

For example, if a parent books a £10 trial for
EVERY THURSDAY next week, they would then pay £25 for the 2
(during term time) sessions left before Christmas.

Afterschool club - 3.45 - 5pm Alternatively, parents can book all three

Children need to be aged 5 remaining sessions for £37.50.

and over to attend

Call Olivia: 07938 608 862 . This is the booking link for these sessions:

Email: olivia@cookstars.co.uk

https://portal.cookstars.franscape.io/class-overview/2480 portal.cookstars.franscape.io/class-

overview/2862



https://portal.cookstars.franscape.io/class-overview/2862
https://portal.cookstars.franscape.io/class-overview/2862

WITHERIDGE SPORTS CLUB
PRESENTS

WITHY’S GOT

TALENT
CHRISTMAS

SPECIAL
FRI 19TH DEC
FROM 6PM

SINGER, MUSICIAN, DANCER,
COMEDIAN, MAGICIAN, GROUP
OR SOLO

FOR BOOKING VISIT OUR
FACEBOOK PAGE

ANY Q’S:
WITHERIDGESPORTSCLUB@GMAIL.COM

WITHERIDGE
GIFTS OF KINDNESS

Spreading kindness in our community

Witheridge Gifts of Kindness collects donations and creates packages for local people.
Together, we share warmth, kindness and a little extra joy during the festive season.

¥ Nominations by 30 November
If you have someone in mind who would benefit from a little parcel of kindness this
upcoming festive season, please let us know by completing this form
https://forms.gle/2z4DWdPgv53tVHXf7 - all information received is strictly
confidential.

¥ Donations by 12 December
If you are in a position to donate, we would be extremely grateful. There are drop-
off points at both the Church of St John the Baptist and the Doctors Surgery. We can
also be contacted on witheridgegiftsofkindness@gmail.com if you would like to
arrange for us to collect.

Please see our Facebook updates for items that we are in need of.

Thank you for helping make a difference.

Back by very popular demand we are
holding another talent show, this time
with a Christmas theme. As before
please register your entry via our form
on facebook 'Witheridge Sports Club'
before the cut off date of Wednesday

17" December 2025.

Christmas Withy's Got Talent reqgistration

School holidays adding to
your energy costs?

Our energy team can help
Call us on 01237 879 233 to see if you're

PITUE Torridge, North,  eligible for help with fuel vouchers and
B ¢ &St Pevon o rants, and to receive tips on how to cut

your bills

Devon iy

. A
County Council |

Family Hubs

Request for Support

Advice & Guidance Line: 0800 538 5458
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https://forms.gle/SLcAL5VDKeGWR6su5

Musical Event

d Lﬂ.l{ﬁ;\@

The Church of St John the Baptist,
Witheridge, EX16 8AE

Presents -Clapper Chaos
Friday 28th of November 2025 at 7pm

Refreshments available from 6.30pm

Tickets £10
Join us for an evening of entertainment from a
highly talented group. It is amazing to see and
hear handbells ringing out in multitudes of
harmony.

Any profits to church funds

GENTLE CHAIR
PILATES

AT THE REST-A-WHILE
WITHERIDGE

EVERY TiJESDAY AT 4.30PM - 5.15PM
Lead by Rebecca of I've Got Your Back Pilates

Contact Patricia on 07505255096 to reserve your place!

Hedgehog Talk:

How can we help our spiky friends?

'You are invited to this FREE event (donltlen: btho mcuc lu |
d). Pam, who Il be talking
g m up about her work at the rescue and how we qn Ill help hudgehvgs |

jwho are classified as in dmgﬂr of ion. With up-to-da
based ct many h “ hog myths to be ‘bumﬁi

Gifts and cards available for purchase. All wel
!
L 4 !
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#L CRUWYS MORCHARD YFC 4’}
CHARITY CHRISTMAS

TRACTOR RUN

% 21ST OF DECEMBER

RAISING MONEY FOR McMILLAN CANCER SUPPORT

% START AND FINISH AT
CRUWYS MORCHARD PARISH HALL
X  GATHER AT 3:30 LEAVE AT FOUR
DRIVING AROUND LOCAL VILLAGES
FOOD INCLUDED IN PRICE £10 AND £5, ALS0 RAFFLE

sk ROUTE TO BE REVEALED SOON

A
<

% PRE-BOOK IS ADVISED N *
PLEASE CONTACT
LYNNETTE ON
07527924626

2 gle

WINTER
BINGO NIGHT!

AT WITHERIDGE SPORTS CLUB

MONDAY 1ST DECEMBER
EYES DOWN: 7.30PM

BINGO CARD: £7.00
(INCLUDES CASH FLYER)
RAFFLE TICKETS: £1.00 pEr STRIP
JOIN US FOR A FUN, FESTIVE
EVENING!

WARM UP WITH FRIENDS,
PRIZES, AND WINTER CHEER!

ALL MONEY RAISED IN AID OF
WITHERIDGE KNIGHTS

ﬂWﬁHERIDGE PARISH HALL
PRESENTS

THE
COUNTRY STRONG
BAND

LISTEN TO US ON FACEBOOK:
HTTPS://WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/SHARE/1
4S7FFZT4BX/?MIBEXTID=-WWXIFR

unolaj 30“‘ November
At 10am

Breakfast Café
Church

Brea\k{-'ast & CmF‘t

& d)

//7/ 4

With a Skor’t Farmlj Friendly
Act of Worship
All Are Welcome
Witheridge Parish Hall
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« CRUWYS MORCHARD «
«  PARISH HALL, EX16 8LD ¢

¢ A
Yy DOORS OPEN 7.00 PM Y
e e
«  EYES DOWN 7.30 PM «
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“r;‘ Raffle, usual good prizes plus prizes .?
iy for children - bring all the family! oy

¢¢ Inaid of Cruwys Morchard Parish Hall W~
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CHRISTMAS
BAZAAR

Puddington village

hall

Saturday 29t November
Doors open 10.30am
Entrance £2.50 - children
free - includes
Tea or Coffee & a Mince Pie
Christmas stalls, Cakes,
Secret Raffle- (wrapped
prizes)




Christmas HAF Holiday Club - Castle Primary School

Tiverton
We still have places on our Christmas HAF Club

Join us for our annual

Hestive @ .
Monday 22nd December Tuesday 23rd December
November Z(“) 10am - 3pm [i] Monday 29th December [i] Tuesday 20th December

10am-2pm

TIVERTON TOWN BAND 10.30AM
LIZ-EE MUSIC 1PM

To Book- click the link below

@& Winter HAF Castle Primary School Tiverton with Healthy
Appetite and Activities - Eequ

TUESDAY 23 DECEMBER | 10AM 2PM
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INCLUSIVE .

CHRISTMRS SILENT DISCO'

SAT 6™ DECEMBER 2025

3pm to 6pm, Roundswell School, Barnstaple

Whether you dance, sway, sit or
* freestyle, this dance floor is for you!
Fully accessible for children with a physical disability or SEN/additional needs

* refreshments * activities * Father Christmas * raffle *

TICKETS

£8 per child up to age of 18 *
(no charge if 3 years or under)

Parents/carers FREE entry *

For details & tickets scan

\

Use code

SAVE15

at checkout OR EMAIL

info@thepenguinsportsfoundation.co.uk

Raising funds for The Penguin Sports
Foundation, a local charity providing
rehab and sporting opportunities to
children with physical disabilities.

www.myclothing.com



https://eequ.org/book/winter-haf-castle-primary-school-tiverton-with-healthy-appetite-and-activities-1546
https://eequ.org/book/winter-haf-castle-primary-school-tiverton-with-healthy-appetite-and-activities-1546

flu: 5 reasons

to vaccinate your child

. Protect your child
The vaccine will help protect
your child against flu and serious
complications such as bronchitis
and pneumonia

-

2. Protect you, your family
and friends
Vaccinating your child will help
protect more vulnerable friends
and family

w

. No injection needed
The nasal spray is painless
and easy to have

. It's better than having flu
The nasal spray helps protect
against flu, has been given to
millions of children worldwide
and has an excellent safety record

»

el

. Avoid costs
If your child gets flu, you may
have to take time off work or
arrange alternative childcare

Most children have the nasal spray vaccine which is the
preferred vaccine. A vaccine injection is also available which
does not contain gelatine from pigs (porcine gelatine).

For more information visit
www.nhs.uk/child-flu

Flu @ mmunisation
Helping to protect children, every winter

rumeer 2000104
16320123 100

Take Ncbte

A Community Choir

Feel Good Family
Christmas Concert

with Take Note Community Choir

DECEMBER | DOORS OPEN |  FREE
12¢h | 6:45pm | Entry

St. Paul’s Church, Tiverton EX16 5HU

Join us for a joyful evening of festive music and
singalongs to get you in the Christmas spirit! __

Refreshments available
Festive jumpers encouraged!

0800 059 0104
theoffice@chatmid.co.uk
www.chatmid.org

Registered Charity No. 1049478
Registered in England No. 03096996

s O e lmm on
Provided by Kernow Health CIC

School aged vaccinations

Did you know children
will be offered these
routine vaccinations
at school?

FLU-

%) MMR - Catch-up
HPV- Year 8 - Year 11
Meningitis ACWY- Y
Diphtheria, Tetanus, Polio (DTP)

Year 9 - Year 11 Hpv

MENINGITIS
S \ ACWY
DIPHTHERIA |

TETANUS

POLIO (DTP)
We also have community

clinics across Devon for:

Home educated children
Anxious children

For further information scan the QR code or
please speak with a member of the team

Call us on

01392 342678

Kernowhealthcic.schoolimmsdevon@nhs.net

Children who missed the
session at school
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@3’ | PARENTAL MINDS C.1.C.

Any articles, which appear in the school newsletter, that have not been organised by or on behalf of the school, have not

been verified by TEAM Multi-Academy Trust as to the suitability for children. The news items are for parent information only



